
1 

 Text Cues:  An Intervention Strategy for 
Struggling Readers 

    Linda B. Gambrell     

      Clemson University     
             LGAMB@clemson.edu 

For an electronic copy of the handout for this session email 
Jennifer.Gotkin@zaner-bloser.com with the following subject 

head: HANDOUT TEXT CUES  11-20-09  

    

  Some students are thrown  
Òoff courseÓ on the road to skilled  
reading because they fail to  

acquire and use comprehension  
strategies. 

           (Gambrell 2006; Snow, Burns, & Griffin, 1998)  
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  ¥ Research studies have demonstrated that 
 students can be taught strategies to improve 
 their comprehension of both narrative and 
 expository texts. 

  ¥ When readers confront barriers to 
 comprehension the knowledge and use of 
 comprehension strategies supports strategic 
 reasoning. 

  ¥ Using comprehension strategies can increase 
 the readersÕ ability to understand text, engage 
 in critical thinking, and gain new knowledge 
 from text. 

     
    (National Reading Panel, 2000; Block,  
    Gambrell, & Pressley, 2002; Pressley, 2000) 

  The following strategies have 
proven their worth in scientifically 
based research studies: 

  ¥ monitoring and clarifying 
  ¥ making connections 
  ¥ visualizing 

  ¥ asking questions 
  ¥ inferring and predicting 
  ¥ summarizing 
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      ¥  Vocabulary 
 ¥  Memory 

 The most important thing 
about reading is comprehension. 

A component model of memory has been  
put forth by Baddeley and Hitch (1974):  
sensory memory - where input from the 
environment is received  
working memory - where conscious 
learning events occur 
long term memory - where information is 
stored until needed   
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 Expert learners have developed 
particular memory skills that allow 
them to understand and integrate 
new information in retrievable ways, 
and that these skills can be taught.   

  Ericsson & Kintsch, 1995    

Intervention Strategies for 
Teaching Summarization  
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What kind of summary? 

¥! One word  

¥! One sentence 

¥! Paragraph 

¥! Retelling 

Features of a Good summary 

1.! Brief 
2.! Includes main ideas(s) 
3.! Includes only major supporting details 

4.! No repetition of ideas 
5.! Has a beginning, middle, and end 
6.! É 
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Using Text Clues 
To Teach Retelling 
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  The Coast Guard service is in charge of rivers, lakes, and oceans 
that border the United States.  The Coast Guard does all it can to help 
prevent accidents.  But when accidents do happen, it gives help to 
the people in trouble.  

  One way in which the Coast Guard prevents accidents is by  
checking ships to see that they are safe.  Trained workers check all 
parts of the ship.  They see that the ships are in good working order. 

  In the North Atlantic Ocean, the Coast Guard has an ice patrol. It 
watches for floating ice.  Ships keep in touch by radio with the ice 
patrol.  In that way they know exactly where dangerous icebergs are. 

  Another part of the Coast Guard handles weather stations.  
These stations broadcast on-the-spot weather reports.  Crews on 
ships and planes listen to the reports.  The they can prepare 
themselves for storms. 

The United States Coast Guard 

The United States Coast Guard  

in charge 
rivers, lakes, oceans 
United States 
accidents 
checking ships   
working order 
North Atlantic Ocean 
floating ice 
radio 
weather stations 
weather reports 
storms 
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Storyteller to Notetaker 
Phase I 

1.  Teacher reads story aloud (narrative) 

     Teacher provides story cues 
 Students retell story 

2.  Teacher reads informational text aloud (expository) 

     Teacher provides information cues 

     Students retell information 

Storyteller to Notetaker 
Phase II 

 1.  Students read story (narrative) 
   Teacher provides story cues 
   Students retell story 

 2.  Students read informational text (expository) 
   Teacher provides information cues 
   Students retell information 
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Storyteller to Notetaker 
Phase III 

 1.  Students read story (narrative) 
   Students develop story cues 
   Students retell story using their story cues 

 2.  Students read informational text (expository) 
   Students develop information cues 
   Students retell information using their information 
cues 


